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• 
• The uttIer. wbo oame into Pocahontas from 1840 t o 1860 were pf the .-.- type •• 

the earlier one. with the exoeption of two .mall nationality groups . The lrish C&JII. 

durl tlg the potato -fa.mJ.no in Irela.nd. Among the Irish who oame were the CloOlULnl, 

SulUTIlDs aDd Comraya. Some Irish, of oour;e, had oov;e before thh t1. ... 

I ~an find _1I0 oeDaue of nationality groupe IUld I bel1eTe none wa. leept, a. the 

groups wer~ not overly large. and they eoon lo.t their racial integr i ty by 

intermarriage, or they moved on elsewhere and did not settl. in nationality group. 

for long. if at all •• 

TIlE DUTCR BO'l'TOJA SETTlE!.!E!lT IN THE 1840' 5 

The Reform church wall establish.d as the churoh of th. Netherlands. Baturally there 
I 

; were many who protested aga i nst a move to ~ the ohurch aDd atate. Pearl Buok in 

her book "The Exile" saye there were 300 in the band i n wbich het people aall_d ror 

America. They oame to Pennsylvania to eettle OD land pur~hased by paper, but whioh 

turned out to be ~ land on which they could Dot even hope to exist. ~y or 

them went back to the citi.s. About 100 of them came on south into _hat i. now 
• 

Pocahontas County • 

. The land in Pocahontas County lI'8.S purchaE:ed from Paul ~cN.el by R ..... 'WllHIUD Sohimwr-

horn of N •• Yo rk. -Thie laDd was on the Wil liams River and the pl.ce ••• known •• 

Dutch Bcttom atter it6 6ettle~ent. This land was a hi£h,~le?l. tertiI. platD, free 

cf swamps. There were wild mountains all around them. Upon this l.bet rtood V.at 

foreets . The Indians marohed around them, though not ho.til., the, •• re terrlty1n& 
• 

to the Dutch. Bow strange and hard it was for thee. city.bred .. 0 aad wo.en. ao-
• 

cuatomed to the ease ot a w@:althy Dutoh City. knowing nothing or ramine aDd oowrtr,. 

lir.. Many ct th.ir number moved on again in thoee fir.t t-o YeArl. aDd 1D t~., 

third year the minht.r, who _ae their leader, died . 

Theee hardehips were the more hard to endure beceu •• within six monthl .fter th., 

set 8811, the hOllle ',overmnent reYel"eed its policy and gaTe liberty or yonhlp to 1ta 

. CalTin Prici 
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Dutoh Botto~ Settlement - oont'd 

Dur1ns the winter ' or 1858 ;hiG 'small company of about 60 pereone diabanded . 

Crop. had not b.~n good, and the men reall~ing they knew .0 little about,t.~D&. 

and their inability t o endure the hardships or pioneer life in Pooabonta~, .anted 

to move to some town t o go into eome busines s there. 

Among those who remained in Pooabontas were the Stultinga (Pearl Bucka grand

parents) and the Van Reenans, of whioh there are many in the oounty t oday . , 
The Stultinge built their new house on the edge of t he Englisb .ettlement ot 

Hi ll.boro in Little Level •• 

Nost of the Van Reenans today live on the Stoqy Creek seotion of the County 1n 

Edray Distriot . 

Frgm - The Exile - Buok 

Pocahontas Tim,s - April 27, 1939 

His tory of Poea. _ Prioe 

During these two decades 1840 - 1860 we did Dot get .0 many lettler. -.1 the we.t 
, 

was befng set't1ed at that tim:! and people paued on over goiD& t.rthe! ••• t. So 

many of our own people, espeoially from Little Levell, abo moved on. There are 10 

many IlcNeels , Beards , Callison", Foages , Hille. Gays , Bridg.re a.nd Cluneill' f'rOJD 

Pocahontas i n one oounty in Missouri that it was orten oalled -Littl. Vlrg1n1a-

Others also went to Ohi o and Indiana. In 1840 the population ot POoahoDt ..... 

2,922 and in 1860 only ~ ,958 an increase of' only 1,036 per.ona. 

Calvin Price 

History of Poea. - Prioe -. 
The Upper part of the County had been most ly populated by ' tb. German. aDd Pn_ ... 

• 
and the lower part o~ the oounty primarily by the Scotoh _ Irl.b. Whit. the 0er.aD 

names are still dominant in upper Poca, and the Scotch _ Iri.h aa.e. 1D lower 

Poca, yet they have lctenoarried and did not long remain 



-
4 SECTION 4b - QUESTIONS 
POCAHONTAS COUHrY 

_During this period l a ID to 1860 rann. tn tho 
county inor eAled in number. but 

decre~8ed in .110. The origical land h l~ 
o ere 'Who bad owned. lOIletimes , thO\l."l:U~. 

of aore. begaD to divid. th em among their helre 
• or to. ell ott portion, of their 

viet eat.te . lira . L. M. Coyner bere at e10'9.,r , 
Lick t.ll, .. that he r peopl. , the 

WarwiOK • • I Olt .. lot or their land by going 
on bonda or Dote • • and that the land 

_II ao ld lIometimee for 11.6 little as 50 cent. 
. per a Ore. This ...... . perhaps true 

of Dl8.l1y of the land O'II'llOTG of the COUJlty. For in ,01-, 
.. throur;h their ,..11la &nd 

tho settlement of their estates, If ound that __ y 
......... of them ~ on not •• abd bondl •• 

IAfter theaa large fIrma or pla.ntatlons 'Were dhided the aVar&&8 tlrm ... s f ro. 

200 aorea to 1000 aor... They are atill being divided yet today. unti l only oD1 

the Hevener estate in Greenbank Distriot remains undiT1ded . . 
ltany of tbl .. tatu 

have paeGed complete ly out of the handa of the helr. of the or iginal owne r • • 

Theae peop l e , of course, traded wfth ~.ch other to s ome extant . Barterin, ~. 

done in Pocahontas as elsewhere. Work, however, -as the one thing they tradad co.t , 
with each other, fo r work wae the one thing needed moat to turn the wilderna •• into 

farms and t o erect their l og houses. When a man had a bou •• to build or a tiald to 

be cleared. all the neighbors he lped him and ha in turn helped them. -Lo, rollfUl'-

and whouae raieingsW got much work done and al.o gave • ohanoe tor .00la1 oontaot 

not only for t he men but t or the women who got together and prepare~ tb. re •• t. 

Then there were th8 "husking beeaw and Wquiltlng partl .. •• all of whleh"pro~blT 

ended up in a dance that night . Work not exoh&Qged .. , paid tor _ith produca iu. ta.d 

of money . (These will be taken up more in Chapter 5) 

Their oatt l e . ho r ees and sheep we re sold to Lancaatar, Fa., to Phil,d.lFhl., 

Ba ltimore, Ri chmond, Staunt on and Winohester. Richmond aap.olall! ... an ezo,llant 

market for horses . The settlers would l o~d up tbeir n.ok hor ••• with rur •• bid,., r-\ __ 

dried deer meat: oalled deer uddle, a little leather. la.a tn peraolUl took. 1.11 

~ount of tobaoco. They would go aoro!!!! the mountain , .a11, or eschalle their 

~ood . tOr lead, a little lIugar and a lltth cloth , though .,d· or the clo" ...... 

at home . Their p.o~ horae. wcre .110 sold . 

Ca.h1.!1 Prica 


